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DD FREE DISH: THE
SET-TOP BOX COULD
BE ON ITS WAY OUT

India's push to integrate satellite tuners directly into
television sets could fundamentally change how

millions of households access DD Free Dish.
The Standing Committee on Communications and

Information Technology has called on the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) to demonstrate
tangible progress in its plan to make DD Free Dish accessible
through televisions equipped with built-in satellite tuners.

The government has informed Parliament that major
television manufacturers have begun introducing models
compliant with BIS specification IS 18112:2022, which
enables integrated satellite reception. If widely adopted,
the technology could eliminate the need for a separate set-
top box for Free Dish households.

The shift is significant for a platform estimated to
reach more than 49 million households, particularly across
rural, remote and economically underserved regions.
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saUcanaa AaOr saMcaar tknaIkI pr saMsad kI sqaayaI saimait nao saUcanaa

AaOr p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ sao kha hO ik vao ‘DIDI ÍI iDSa’ kao
ibalT–[na saOTolaa[T T\yaUnar vaalao TolaIivajana pr ]plabQa kranao kI ApnaI
yaaojanaa maoM zaosa p`gait idKayaoM.

sarkar nao saMsad kao saUicat ikyaa hO ik TIvaI banaanao vaalaI baD,I
kMpinayaaoM nao baIAa[-esa ivaiSaYTkrNa IS 18112:2022 ko mautaibak maa^Dla
banaana Sau$ kr idyaa hO ijasamaoM saOTolaa[T irsaoPSana kI sauivaQaa phlao sao hI
maaOjaUd hO.Agar [sa tknaIkI kao baD,o pOmaanao pr Apnaayaa jaata hO̧  tao
‘ÍI iDSa’ ka [stomaala krnao vaalao GaraoM kao Alaga sao saoT–Ta^p–baa^@sa laonao
kI ja$rt nahIM pD,ogaI.

yah badlaava ]sa PlaoTfa^ma- ko ilae Ahma hO ijasako 4º9 kraoD,
GaraoM tk phuMcanao ka Anaumaana hO–Kasakr ga`amaINa¸ dUr–draja AaOr Aaiqa-k
$p sao ipCD,o [laakaoM maoM.
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FROM SET-TOP BOXES TO INTEGRATED
RECEPTION

The proposed model represents a fundamental
change in the way free-to-air satellite television is delivered.
Instead of relying on a separate DTH receiver, consumers
would need only a compatible television and satellite
antenna to access DD Free Dish, without a monthly
subscription.

The platform currently offers a substantial bouquet
of television and radio services, including Doordarshan
channels, private channels
and educational services.
While the existing setup
requires an initial investment
for a dish antenna, MPEG-4
set-top box and related
equipment, integrated
satellite tuners could
simplify installation and
reduce hardware
dependence.

The move could also
complement the
government's efforts to extend broadcasting services into
regions where terrestrial infrastructure and paid television
services remain limited.

INDUSTRY ADOPTION BECOMES THE KEY
TEST

The MIB has stated that prominent consumer
electronics brands have already introduced television
models featuring compliant integrated tuners. The transition
was targeted for completion by July 2026, with most new
television sets reportedly moving towards integrated
satellite reception.

Prasar Bharati and Doordarshan are also working
with television manufacturers and set-top-box OEMs to
integrate an advanced Electronic Programme Guide (EPG)
into television operating systems. Engagement with
platforms such as Google TV,
WebOS and Tizen could make
Free Dish discovery
considerably simpler, without
requiring an internet
connection.

However, technology
availability alone will not
guarantee consumer
adoption.
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trIko maoM ek baD,a badlaava laata hO.Alaga DITIeca irsaIvar pr inaBa-r
rhnao ko baajaaya¸ ga`ahkaoM kao DIDI ÍI iDSa ka laaBa ]zanao ko ilae kovala
ek kmpOiTbala TolaIivajana AaOr saOTolaa[T eMTInaa kI ja$rt haogaI AaOr
[sako ilae iksaI maaisak sabsaiËPSana kI BaI AavaSyakta nahIM haogaI.

yah PlaoTfa^ma- ABaI TolaIivajana AaOr riDyaao saovaaAaoM kI baD,I roMja
p`dana kr rha hO̧  ijasamaoM dUrdSa-na
ca O n ala¸ p ` a[va oT ca O n ala Aa Or
ejaukoSanala saovaa Saaimala hO.maaOjaUda
saoT Ta^p ko ilae iDSa eMTInaa¸
emapI[-jaI–4 saoT Ta^p baa^@sa AaOr
]sasao jauD, o ]pkrNaao M ko ilae
Sau$AatI inavaoSa kI ja$rt haotI
hO̧  jabaik ekIkRt saOTolaa[T T\yaUnar
[MsTa^laoSana kao Aasaana banaa sakto
hOM AaOr haD-vaoyar pr inaBarta kma
kr sakto hOM.

yah kdma sarkar kI ]na kaoiSaSaaoM maoM BaI madd kr sakta hO
ijanasao ]na [laakaoM maoM p`saarNa saovaa phuMcaayaI jaa sako jahaM TorisT/yala
saMrcanaa AaOr poD TolaIivajana saovaa ABaI BaI saIimat hO.
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emaAa[-baI nao kha hO ik jaanao–maanao kMjyaUmar [lao@T/a^ina@sa ba`aMD\sa
nao phlao hI eosao TolaIivajana maa^Dla poSa kr idyao hOM ijanamaoM ja$rI maanakaoM
kao pUra krnao vaalao ekIkRt T\yaUnar lagao hOM.[sa badlaava kao jaulaa[-
2026 tk pUra krnao ka laxya rKa gayaa qaa AaOr Kbar hO ik jyaadatr
nayao TolaIivajana saoT ekIkRt saOTolaa[T irsaoPSana kI Aaor baZ, rho hOM.

p`saar BaartI AaOr dUrdSa-na¸ TolaIivajana saMcaalana isasTma maoM ek
eDvaaMsD [lao@T/a^inak p`aoga`ama gaa[D ³[-pIjaI´ kao Saaimala krnao ko ilae
TolaIivajana banaanao vaalaI kMpinayaaoM AaOr saoT–Ta^p–baa^@sa Aao[-ema ko saaqa
kama kr rho hOM.gaugala TIvaI¸ vaobaAaoesa AaOr Ta[jaona jaOsao PlaoTfa^ma-

ko saaqa jauD,nao sao ibanaa [MTrnaoT
kna o@Sana ko BaI ÍI iDSa kao
Kaojanaa kafI Aasaana hao sakta
hO.

halaaMik isaf- To@naaolaa^jaI
kI ]plabQata sao hI p@ka nahIM
h a o  j a ata h O  ik ga ` ahk [sa o
ApnaayaoMgao hI.
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PARLIAMENT DEMANDS MEASURABLE
RESULTS

The Parliamentary Committee has now raised an
important question: how many consumers are actually
benefiting from the policy?

The panel has asked the Ministry to provide
measurable outcomes from Prasar Bharati's engagement with
television manufacturers, including evidence of increased
adoption of built-in satellite tuners and the resulting
expansion of DD Free Dish.

It has also cautioned against repeatedly shifting
compliance deadlines, signalling that the programme must
move from policy announcements to measurable
implementation.

THE BIGGER OPPORTUNITY
If successfully implemented, integrated satellite

reception could transform DD Free Dish from simply a free
DTH platform into a built-in broadcast capability within
India's television ecosystem.

Over the longer term, this could have implications
beyond DD Free Dish. Built-in satellite tuners could support
a broader ecosystem of free-to-air television, emergency
broadcasting, educational services and public-interest
communication, while reducing dependence on proprietary
set-top boxes.

For television manufacturers, the technology could
become a standard feature rather than a specialised
capability. For broadcasters, it could create a larger
addressable audience. And for consumers, particularly in
rural India, it could make free satellite television almost as
simple as switching on the TV.

The Parliamentary Committee's intervention therefore
comes at a crucial moment. The real measure of success will
not be the number of compliant television models
manufactured, but how effectively those millions of screens
translate into greater access, adoption and reach for DD
Free Dish.
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saMsadIya saimait nao Aba ek sabasao Ahma savaala ]zayaa hO: [sa

pa^ilasaI sao Asala maoM pUro doSaBar maoM iktnao ga`ahkaoM kao fayada haonao kI
saMBaavanaa hOÆ

pOnala nao maM~alaya sao kha hO ik vah p`saar BaartI AaOr TolaIivajana
banaanao vaalaI kMpinayaaoM ko baIca hue kama ko zaosa natIjao kao batayao.[namaoM
[na–ibalT saOTolaa[T T\yaUnar ko jyaada [stomaala AaOr ]sasao DIDI ÍI iDSa
ko ivastar ko sabaUt BaI Saaimala haonaa caaihe.

[samaoM inayamaaoM ko palana kI samaya–saImaa baar–baar badlanao ko iKlaaf
caotavanaI BaI dI gayaI.[sasao yah saMkot imalata hO ik kaya-Ëma kao isaf-
pa^ilasaI kI GaaoYaNaaAaoM sao Aagao baZ,kr Asala maoM laagaU krnao kI idSaa maoM
baZ,naa caaihe.
baD,a maa OkabaD,a maa OkabaD,a maa OkabaD,a maa OkabaD,a maa Oka

Agar [sao sahI trIko sao laagaU ikyaa jaae¸ tao ekIkRt
saOTolaa[T irsaoPSana¸ DIDI ÍI iDSa kao ek ÍI DITIeca PlaoTfa^ma- sao
badlakr Baart ko TolaIivajana [kaoisasTma mao M ek [na–ibalT ba`a^DkasT
xamata banaa sakta hO.

laMbao samaya maoM̧  [sako DIDI ÍI iDSa sao khIM jyaada Asar hao sakto
hOM.[na–ibalT saOTolaa[T T\yaUnar ÍI–TU–eyar TolaIivajana¸ [marjaoMsaI bàâDkaisTMga¸
ejaukoSanala saiva-sa AaOr janaiht sao jauD,o saMcaar ko ek baD,o [kaoisasTma kao
sapao-T kr sakto hOM̧  saaqa p`aopa[TrI saoT Ta^p baa^@sa pr inaBa-rta BaI kma
kr sakto hOM.

TIvaI banaanao vaalaI kMpinayaaoM ko ilae¸ yah To@naaolaa^jaI ek Kasa
sauivaQaa ko bajaaya ek sTOMD- fIcar bana saktI hO. p`saarkao ko ilae [sasao
jyaada laaogaaoM tk phuMcanao ka maaOka imala sakta hO.AaOr ga`ahkaoM ko ilae¸
Kasakr ga`amaINa Baart maoM̧  [sasao ÍI saOTolaa[T TIvaI doKnaa ]tnaa hI
Aasaana hao sakta hO ijatnaa TIvaI caalaU krnaa.

[sailae saMsadIya saimait ka dKla ek Ahma samaya pr huAa
hO.saflata ka AsalaI pOmaanaa yah nahIM haogaa ik inayamaaoM ko mautaibak
iktnao TolaIivajana maa^Dla banaayao gayao̧  bailk yah haogaa ik vao laaKaoM sËIna
DIDI ÍI iDSa kI phuMca¸ [stomaala AaOr ivastar kao iktnaI Asardar Z,Mga
sao baZ,a pato hOM.
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