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DD FREE DISH: THE
SET-TOP BOX COULD
BE ON ITS WAY OUT

India's push to integrate satellite tuners directly into
television sets could fundamentally change how
millions of households access DD Free Dish.

The Standing Committee on Communications and
Information Technology has called on the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting (MIB) to demonstrate
tangibleprogressinitsplanto make DD Free Dish accessible
through televisions equipped with built-in satellite tuners.

The government hasinformed Parliament that major
television manufacturers have begun introducing models
compliant with BIS specification 1S 18112:2022, which
enables integrated satellite reception. If widely adopted,
the technology could eliminate the need for a separate set-
top box for Free Dish households.

The shift is significant for a platform estimated to
reach more than 49 million households, particul arly across
rural, remote and economically underserved regions.
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FROM SET-TOP BOXES TO INTEGRATED
RECEPTION

The proposed model represents a fundamental
changeintheway free-to-air satellitetelevisionisdelivered.
Instead of relying on a separate DTH receiver, consumers
would need only a compatible television and satellite
antenna to access DD Free Dish, without a monthly
subscription.

The platform currently offers a substantial bouquet
of television and radio services, including Doordarshan
channels, private channels
and educational services.
While the existing setup
requiresaninitial investment
for adish antenna, MPEG-4
set-top box and related

equipment, integrated
satellite tuners could
simplify installation and
reduce hardware
dependence.

The move could also
complement the

government's efforts to extend broadcasting services into
regions where terrestrial infrastructure and paid television
servicesremain limited.

INDUSTRY ADOPTION BECOMES THE KEY
TEST

The MIB has stated that prominent consumer
electronics brands have already introduced television
modelsfeaturing compliant integrated tuners. Thetransition
was targeted for completion by July 2026, with most new
television sets reportedly moving towards integrated
satellite reception.

Prasar Bharati and Doordarshan are also working
with television manufacturers and set-top-box OEMs to
integrate an advanced El ectronic Programme Guide (EPG)
into television operating systems. Engagement with
platforms such as Google TV,

WebOS and Tizen could make

Free Dish discovery @

considerably simpler, without ¥t i
requiring an internet
connection.

However, technology
availability alonewill not
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PARLIAMENT DEMANDS MEASURABLE
RESULTS

The Parliamentary Committee has now raised an
important question: how many consumers are actually
benefiting from the policy?

The panel has asked the Ministry to provide
measurable outcomesfrom Prasar Bharati's engagement with
television manufacturers, including evidence of increased
adoption of built-in satellite tuners and the resulting
expansion of DD FreeDish.

It has also cautioned against repeatedly shifting
compliance deadlines, signalling that the programme must
move from policy announcements to measurable
implementation.

THE BIGGER OPPORTUNITY

If successfully implemented, integrated satellite
reception could transform DD Free Dish from simply afree
DTH platform into a built-in broadcast capability within
Indias television ecosystem.

Over the longer term, this could have implications
beyond DD Free Dish. Built-in satellite tuners could support
a broader ecosystem of free-to-air television, emergency
broadcasting, educational services and public-interest
communication, while reducing dependence on proprietary
set-top boxes.

For television manufacturers, the technology could
become a standard feature rather than a specialised
capability. For broadcasters, it could create a larger
addressable audience. And for consumers, particularly in
rural India, it could makefree satellite television almost as
simpleasswitchingonthe TV.

The Parliamentary Committee'sintervention therefore
comesat acrucial moment. Therea measure of successwill
not be the number of compliant television models
manufactured, but how effectively those millions of screens
translate into greater access, adoption and reach for DD
Free Dish.l
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